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Introduction 
The material in this booklet was originally published as a four-installment series in “The Way of Truth”. 
After the last installment was published a brother suggested that we assemble the material into booklet 
form for easy distribution, because it is a subject upon which there is a lot of confusion. It is also a very 
important subject, as our understanding of it will play a big part in how we live our Christian lives, and 
what is the foundation of our hope. 

The Bible makes very clear statements about God’s laws. Unfortunately, we do not always notice them. 
Instead of simply believing the Bible’s account, we tend to try to figure out and interpreti human theory 
into it. The result may be excellent human interpretations, but without the authority of God’s Word. 

In this booklet I want to show that what God has actually written in His Word is far more beautiful, 
complete and harmonious than all human attempts to interpret it. For the most part, man interprets the 
Bible because he does not have the faith to believe what it says. In these pages, we want to show that it 
is usually not necessary to interpret the Bible if we are willing to believe in simple faith what it says. 

I have tried to keep human opinions and interpretations out of this book and only promote what the 
Bible, God’s Word, actually states. Any interpretations are human and may be in error - don’t build on 
them. But please do believe every statement we quote from the Bible. That is the Divine Word of God, 
and as such, it is truth. 
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Chapter 1: The Origin of the Moral Law and Sin 

The reception by man of the Moral Law, and its consequences, is a much ignored and overlooked 
account in the Bible. Yet, it is clearly taught and recorded, and among the most important events in the 
history of man. A literal knowledge of these Scriptures, and grasping their true significance is also 
important in understanding many other Scriptures. 

The innate moral law, like instinct in animals, is something put within us by God. It is not “learned”. It 
does not need to be taught, understood, or grasped. Like instinct in animals, the innate moral law is the 
same in all cultures around the world. Also like instinct, it develops in a growing child as the child’s need 
of it develops by age and intelligence. Like instinct, with much teaching and training parts of this law can 
be taken away from an individual. These things are self-evident. On the other hand, morality is an 
attribute that distinguishes us from all the animal kingdom. The Bible tells us it is an attribute of God 
that man obtained - and by obtaining it, man - all men - came under the condemnation of it, because 
man refused to live in subjection to it. 

The innate moral law is that knowledge of good and evil that has been the moral compass of mankind 
throughout history. It is that by which man judges laws, cultures, and entire civilizations to be good or 
evil. Without it, the concepts of good and evil could not exist. 

Let’s take a brief look at the Bible’s account of this event, and then at its effect on the human family. I 
will only use key verses for brevity. I would encourage the reader to read the entire chapter. 

The account is found in Genesis, immediately after the account of creation. When God created man, He 
gave him just one command: “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” (Gen. 2:16-17) Before leaving chapter 
two, we want to look yet at the last verse: “And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were 
not ashamed.” They were innocent, like infants, with no moral law to cause them shame of their 
nakedness. 

Chapter three contains the account of how man received the moral law. Although God had commanded 
them not to eat of the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil”, when the serpent questioned Eve about 
it, he convinced her it wouldn’t be so bad if they disobeyed, and “in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did 
eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed 
fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.” (Gen. 3:5-7) 

They had lost their innocence by disobeying and received the knowledge of good and evil, which was 
now a law unto them. They recognized sins against God. They recognized responsibilities they did not 
have before. The serpent had said they would be “as gods - knowing good and evil” That had happened, 
but instead of bringing happiness, it brought guilt, fear and misery. They tried to cover themselves, and 
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when God called, they tried to hide from Him. When God called, “Where art thou?” Adam said, “I heard 
thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told 
thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou 
shouldest not eat?” (V. 10-11) 

God cursed the ground for man’s sake, and told them how their life would be much harder after this, 
and they would die and return to the ground from which they were taken. 

“And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, 
lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: Therefore the 
LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.” (V. 
22-23) 

The serpent was right about one thing - they did become “as gods, knowing good and evil.” (Please 
notice, even Satan only said “as gods”, he did not say they will be gods, but as gods – in this one respect 
of the knowledge of good and evil. In new age, Hindu - type religions, man aspires to be god, which this 
clearly does not allow.) 

According to God’s own statement, “man is become as one of us, to know good and evil.” This 
“knowledge of good and evil” within us (what we call innate moral law) is, according to God’s own 
statement, an attribute of God. Also, according to God’s statement, this is when man obtained this 
knowledge: “man is become as one of us, to know good and evil.” He did not have this knowledge 
before, but now he “is become”. We can see by God’s statements that this would also follow their 
descendants, and because of that, they were to be banished forever from the Garden of Eden, to keep 
them from the tree of life. 

An infant today is just as innocent as Adam was before eating of the fruit. The infant will also have no 
shame, he doesn’t care who sees his diaper being changed. But as in the case of Adam and Eve, that is 
one of the first evidences of the knowledge of good and evil. Very soon he will begin to mind having 
certain parts of his anatomy exposed. This will happen whether he is taught shame or not. 

Throughout the rest of Genesis there is clear evidence that Adam and Eve’s descendants also had the 
knowledge of good and evil. In fact, in the following chapter, chapter four, we read the account of Cain’s 
murder of Abel, in which it is clear that he knew what was right and wrong. In Genesis 20, 31, 32, 34, 
etc., we can find examples in which it is clear that man knew that adultery, theft, fornication, 
dishonesty, mistreating another, etc. are all recognized as wrong, even though there were no laws 
recorded to that effect until some were given at the Exodus of Israel from Egypt. 

Now let’s jump ahead to the New Testament. Paul wrote to the Romans: “Wherefore, as by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned: (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law).” (Rom. 
5:12-13) 

Notice first in the above passage, that the reference is to the account of sin entering the world through 
Adam, and death by sin - as God had promised, and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
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sinned. Notice, it is not Adam’s sin that is on our account - it is our own sin - it is because “all have 
sinned” that “death passed upon all men.” Adam’s disobedience brought sin into the world through 
bringing all men under the moral law. But it is our own sin, against this law that is on our account. To 
believe otherwise is to clear us of the responsibility for our own condemnation. 

Notice also verse 13 says, “For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no 
law.” Now it is clear that sin was imputed before the law of Moses (as we see the verse above clearly 
states that because of Adam’s disobedience “death passed upon all men for that all have sinned” - sin 
must be imputed if its wages is death, so “the law” in verse 13 must refer to the moral law. See other 
references to sin on account before the law of Moses in Gen. 18:20, 20:9, 39:9). 

Romans 5:19 says: “as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners [sin imputed to their 
account], so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” It was because of Adam’s 
disobedience in eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, that we (many) were made sinners 
against this moral law of good and evil. If there were no moral law, there could be no sin imputed against 
it. But in the same way, by the obedience of Christ in doing the will of God and sacrificing His life a 
ransom for many, many are made righteous - cleansed from sin through Christ’s sacrifice in their place. 

“For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.” (1 Cor. 15:21) The first 
man, Adam, brought death on the human family. Christ, as God in man, brought resurrection to life. The 
disobedience of the first man Adam excluded man from the Edenic paradise. Through the obedience of 
the “last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45) man can be quickened to life and admitted to paradise. 
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Chapter 2: Noah through Abraham 

In chapter one we considered the origin of the innate Moral Law, or “knowledge of good and evil”. This 
is a law given to the parents of the human race, and therefore one that all mankind of accountable age 
and intellect is under until the end of time. Few laws or commandments of God are so universal in 
scope. God usually gives the scope of a commandment in the context of the law. Many commandments 
were only for one individual. For instance, Noah was personally commanded to build an ark on dry 
ground, Abraham was commanded to leave his country and go where God directed him. 

But now we want to look at a second beginning of the human race, which also included a covenant 
between God and the entire human race - which consisted of “eight souls” at that time. 

The earth had become so corrupt that by Noah’s time God saw necessary to “destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the earth.” “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord,” (Gen. 6:7,8) 
therefore God instructed him to build an ark and preserve all life. 

After the flood, Noah sacrificed what amounted to one seventh of all living flocks and herds of domestic 
animals (a major sacrifice when that is all that existed). Then God made a covenant with Noah and his 
sons, as the new beginning of the entire human race. This covenant included promises by God and 
commandments for man. 

God’s part of the covenant included: 

a. “I will not again curse the ground any more for man’s sake” or “smite any more every thing 
living, as I have done.” (Gen. 8:21) 

b. “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and day and night shall not cease.” (Gen. 8:22) 

c. “And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, 
and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man’s brother will I require the life of man. 
Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made 
he man.” (Gen. 9:5-6) 

d. “And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the 
waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. And God said, 
This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a 
token of a covenant between me and the earth.” (Gen. 9:11-13) 

Man’s part of the covenant was: 

1. “Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth.” (Gen. 9:1) 
2. “Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you 

all things.” (Gen. 9:3) 
3. “But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.” (Gen. 9:4) 
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This covenant, as we can see, was for all mankind upon the earth. The “token”, the rainbow that God 
said He will look upon and remember His covenant, can still be seen today. Does God expect us to still 
live by these rules today under the New Covenant? Let’s look at what the New Testament states. 
Compare the following with the numbered items under “Man’s part of the covenant was:” 

1. “I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house. . .” (1 Tim. 5:14). In 
verse 10 we also find “if she have brought up children,” as one of the “good works” of a widow. (This is 
God’s will for the human race, although it is recognized that it is not in His plan for every individual.) 

2. Referring to “seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils”, the apostle Paul wrote: “Forbidding to marry, 
and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of 
them which believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, 
if it be received with thanksgiving:” (1 Tim. 4:3) (Note the likeness: “every moving thing that liveth” in 
Genesis, and “every creature of God” here in Timothy.) 

3. “That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from 
fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.” (Acts 15:29) 

“As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such 
thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from 
strangled, and from fornication.” (Acts 21:25) 

So we see that God in the New Testament, clearly restated man’s part of the covenant with Noah. In 
fact, even the principle of “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed”, is repeated 
in the New Testament by Jesus when He said to Peter: “Put up again thy sword into his place: for all 
they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” (Mat. 26:52). You will notice that Genesis 9:5-6 
does not command or request man to take vengeance, but says that God will see to it - both of man and 
beast. It is a principle that God put in effect - not a command to man: “And surely your blood of your 
lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of 
every man’s brother will I require the life of man.” (Gen. 9:5) 

God tells us in this account that this is an “everlasting covenant between God and every living creature 
of all flesh that is upon the earth.” (Gen. 9:16) This is the first of 16 references to an “everlasting 
covenant” made with God. The second was limited to Abraham’s seed “in their generations” (Gen. 
17:7). The last is with those who are redeemed “through the blood of the everlasting covenant” 
(Heb.13:20). 

The Covenant with Abraham 
The laws we have been studying so far were given to the entire human race, through people who were, 
in each case, the parents of all the rest of civilization from that point on. This covenant differs in that it is 
not made with individuals who were the only ones in the earth, but was only specifically for “you and 
thy seed after thee” (Gen. 17:10) which included only a small part of humanity. We also read of various 
commands that God gave specifically to Abraham personally, such as to move from his country, to 
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sacrifice his son, etc. Now, however God specifies he is giving a covenant to Abraham and all his family 
after him. 

“This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man 
child among you shall be circumcised.” (Gen 17:10) 

This covenant was far reaching. God said, “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 12:3) “And in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.” (Gen. 22:18) 

Notice that this blessing to all nations was because of Abraham’s obedience to God. 

The apostle Paul explains the fulfilling of this covenant to the Galatians: 

“And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the 
gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are 
blessed with faithful Abraham... That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through 
Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Brethren, I speak after the 
manner of men; Though it be but a man’s covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or 
addeth thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” (Gal. 3:8-16 partial) 

So the covenant of circumcision made with Abraham’s seed, was fulfilled in the coming of Christ and His 
New Testament. The apostle Paul explains circumcision as figurative of New Testament holiness: 

“For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the 
flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not 
in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.” (Rom. 2:29-30) 

“In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:” (Col. 2:11) 

So the Old Testament figurative symbol is now fulfilled in the New Testament. One question remains, 
should Jewish Christians today still observe the Old Testament symbol along with its New Testament 
reality? The Apostle Paul wrote: “is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised. 
Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of 
God.” (1 Cor. 7:18b-19) 

But isn’t circumcision a “commandment of God”, in fact, “an everlasting covenant” (Gen. 17:13)? Yes, it 
was an everlasting covenant for the seed of Abraham. This covenant could never disappear or be 
deleted. However, we have God’s Word that it has been fulfilled - it has changed from shadow to 
substance in the Christian “circumcision… of the heart, in the spirit”. When the figurative has come to its 
fulfillment into reality, its reason for existence has passed. To continue in the old figurative symbol 
shows a rejection of its fulfillment. Paul wrote: “Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, 
Christ shall profit you nothing.” (Gal. 5:2) To be circumcised as a religious rite in the Christian era is to 
identify with Judaism in opposition to Christianity which has fulfilled its types and shadows. 
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Chapter 3: The Law of Moses 

In chapter one of this series, we studied the Bible’s account of the origin of the innate Moral Law, our 
natural compass of right and wrong given in Eden to the entire human race. In chapter two we reviewed 
God’s covenant with Noah, and the rest of the human race after him, as well as God’s covenant with 
Abraham, which, as we saw, included only His family and those that would join them. 

In chapter three we will look at the “Law of Moses”, or the law that God gave to the children of Israel 
through Moses. 

The Scriptures give us some insight into the relationship between the promise to Abraham and the Law 
of Moses, and in fact, gives the time span between them. The Apostle Paul wrote: “And this I say, that 
the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty 
years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.” (Gal. 3:17) 

This “four hundred and thirty” years is generally calculated to have reached from the time of God’s 
covenant with Abraham until the Exodus from Egypt: “And it came to pass at the end of the four 
hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went 
out from the land  of Egypt.” (Exo. 12:41) 

God called Moses to lead His people out of slavery in Egypt into the land He had promised. God 
miraculously delivered them from the Egyptians and made a path through the Red Sea for them. But it 
seems it was easier to get them out of Egypt, than it was to get Egypt out of them, and, as Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 10:5, many “were overthrown in the wilderness.” 

In spite of God’s providence, Israel, like humanity yet today, was unbelieving, disobedient, sinful and 
rebellious from the time God miraculously brought them out of Egypt. 

In the third month after they left Egypt, they reached Sinai (Exo. 19:1) and God told them that they 
should be a holy nation unto Him, and He gave them the Ten Commandments as well as much of the 
rest of the law. This law included moral, civil, and religious responsibilities for the civil nation of Israel. 

Scope and Context 
In a previous chapter, we had mentioned that God often gives us the scope and context of His laws. That 
is more true of the Law of Moses than of any other law, yet it is on this very point that many people 
have become confused about the Law of Moses. Who was this law given to, and to whom does it apply? 
What was its purpose, why was it given? Was it given to define righteousness or morality? How long was 
it to be in force? God specifically answers each of these questions in His Word. 

When God gave the Law through Moses, he started with the Ten Commandments. These are very basic 
laws and easy to understand. They are recorded in two places: Exodus 20 where Moses gives them to 
the people and Deuteronomy 5, where Moses reviews them for the people. In both places they start 
with an introduction of who is giving this law, and who it pertains to – or we could say, the two parties 
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involved in the covenant: “I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from 
the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 

Before Moses’ death, he reviewed God’s laws to Israel, encouraging them to keep them: 

“Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the 
nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and 
understanding people. For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the 
LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for? And what nation is there so great, that hath 
statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? . . . Specially the 
day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, . . . And he declared unto you his covenant, 
which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables 
of stone.” (Deut. 4:6-13 partial) 

Notice that: 
 The law of Moses and “specially” the Ten Commandments were a law for the nation of Israel. 
 No other nation had this law, or such a righteous law. In the center of the Ten Commandments, 

there is one specific individual commandment also defined specifically for the nation of Israel: 

“Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee. Six days thou shalt 
labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not 
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine 
ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant and 
thy maidservant may rest as well as thou. And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, 
and that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out 
arm: therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.” (Deut. 5:12-15. For 
other references as to when, why, and to whom the Sabbath was given, see Exo. 31:13,16-17, Neh. 9:13-
14, Eze. 20:10-12.) 

This commandment in the middle of the Ten Commandments is often thought of as a seal of the 
covenant. It defines who is making the covenant, (“the Lord thy God”), whom He is making the covenant 
with, (those He brought out of slavery in Egypt “through a mighty hand and a stretched out arm”), and 
why He gave it to them (to “remember” this fact). The first Sabbath commandment was given in Exodus 
16 to test Israel when God first gave them the Manna. 

In the New Testament, God calls the Ten Commandments, which were “written and engraven in 
stones”, “the ministration of death” (the punishment of death was administered for some sins against 
it.) and “the ministration of condemnation”, which was to be done away with, contrasted to “the 
ministration of righteousness” and “the ministration of the spirit.” 

“But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of 
Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was 
to be done away: How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? For if the ministration 
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of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory.” (2 Cor. 
3:7-9) 

What was the reason for the law and how long would it stand? 
The apostle Paul asks and answers that question in Galatians 3:19: 

“Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come 
to whom the promise was made”. Verse 16 defines “the seed” as Christ. 

We mentioned how Israel was unbelieving, disobedient, sinful and rebellious from the time they came 
out of Egypt, and so, three months later, at Sinai God gave them this law, “because of transgressions”. It 
was to continue as a law for the nation of Israel until Christ “the seed” came. The purpose of laws is to 
control the lawless - those who are disobedient to the innate moral “knowledge of good and evil” given 
in Eden. Paul wrote: “Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless 
and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners” (1 Tim. 1:9) 

This law of Moses was comprehensive. Like laws of most nations of that time, it defined moral, civil and 
religious behavior. It also included memorials, types and shadows. In many cases, it defined both the sin 
and the punishment, or atonement for the sin against the law. 

An important point that is sometimes lost sight of is that the law existed in its own context, and was only 
a shadow of spiritual realities. For instance: 

Leviticus 4:2 says, “If a soul sin through ignorance against any of the commandments of the Lord. . .” 
Leviticus 6:2 says, “If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against the Lord, and lie unto his neighbor . . . 
or in a thing taken away by violence. . .” In each of these cases as well as many others, the solution 
given is: “he shall bring” [a bullock or a ram to sacrifice] “and it shall be forgiven him.” 

A couple of points we notice here are: 
 Both intentional and unintentional sins are forgiven (and “atoned for”) through the sacrifice of 

animals. 
 The forgiveness is complete through the animal sacrifice alone and without any other 

requirement, such as repentance, sorrow for sin, or a change of heart - rather, the Law of God 
says if they do this they will be forgiven. 

Now, lets jump forward to the New Testament. Hebrews 10:4,11 tell us: “For it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins... And every priest standeth daily ministering and 
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:” 

Is this a contradiction between Old and New Testament? No. Each of the statements are perfectly true 
in its context. Let’s look at the beginning of this chapter in Hebrews for an explanation: 

“For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never 
with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect... 
For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” (Heb. 10:1,4) 
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The law, with its commandments and atonements for sin against it was not the spiritual reality, but only 
a “shadow” of it. As Hebrews 10:9-10 explains, it was a system of “carnal ordinances” “which was a 
figure for the time then present”. The spiritual, eternal reality that these carnal ordinances 
foreshadowed was Christ and His New Testament. The law with its sacrifices never claimed to impart any 
spiritual or eternal benefits. It never claimed to bridge the gulf between the holiness of God and the 
sinfulness of man. It could only provide for atonement and forgiveness of sins committed against itself in 
its context. The law, with its commandments and atonement and forgiveness for breaking them only 
existed in its own context of “purifying the flesh.” “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes 
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb. 9:13-14) 

As an example, the Law of Moses was a civil law for the nation of Israel, just like the laws of any nation 
are for the people of that nation. The laws of the nations define moral, civil, and in many cases religious 
behavior. They define both the crime (or sin) and the punishment or atonement for that crime. If 
someone robs another, for instance, the laws of most nations would require something like a fine, jail 
time, or whatever. When he has “paid that price”, he has atoned for his crime in the sight of the law, 
and is forgiven and set free. 

He is now clear and forgiven by the civil law, but this does nothing with his standing before God. If his 
crime was also a sin against God, that still needs to be dealt with between him and God for him to be 
spiritually free. So it is also with the Law of Moses. The civil law was satisfied but his moral guilt 
remained. 

What the Law of Moses was and was not: 
* The law was a righteous civil law specifically for the nation of Israel. “And what nation is there so 
great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?” 
(Deut. 4:8) 

* Since it was a civil law for a nation, its promises and punishments were temporal. This is in stark 
contrast to the promises and punishments of the gospel, which are spiritual and eternal. Promises of the 
law include long life, prosperity, victory over enemies. Punishments include physical death, poverty, 
defeat by enemies, etc. Promises of the Gospel include eternal life in heaven, the Holy Spirit, spiritual 
peace and rest, victory over sin and Satan. Punishments include, spiritual defeat and spiritual and 
eternal death. Notice that this set the context for the law. If God promises poverty and death if they 
break the law, and then they offer the sacrifice they are forgiven this penalty. But this did nothing for 
the spiritual context or spiritual justification with God. 

* The law of Moses was never meant to define righteousness or replace the moral “knowledge of good 
and evil” given in Eden. For example, The law allowed for divorce and remarriage to another (Deut. 24:1-
2), yet Jesus said that such is adultery. “He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your 
hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. And I say unto you, 
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Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth 
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.” (Mat. 19:7-9) 

Jesus said this while “under the Law”. Even though it was allowed in the Law of Moses, Jesus said it is 
adultery, and the only reason it was allowed was because of the hardness of their hearts. Were these 
hardhearted adulterers forgiven because they did the paperwork exactly by the law? Yes. This was a 
totally approved situation by the law and it was all in the clear - just as those that sinned and offered a 
sacrifice were perfectly cleared in the context of the law. Also, just as those who get a legal divorce 
today are cleared by the law. 

But Jesus (while “under the law”) made it clear that this has no effect on what righteousness consists of. 
They are still hardhearted adulterers and sinners in the sight of God. Their moral sin is not voided by the 
fact that it is done according to the Law of Moses. 

* The law was never meant to be a plan of salvation. It could justify no one. “. . . for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified.” (Gal. 2:16) 

* The sacrifices of the law could never take away sins against God. “For it is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” (Heb. 10:4) 

* The law of Moses with its sacrifices for the atonement of sins against itself was to be symbolic of the 
plan of salvation through the sacrifice of Christ for sin against God. “For the law having a shadow of 
good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices . . .” 
(Hebrews 10:1) 

So according to the Bible, the law “was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to 
whom the promise was made.” (Gal. 3:19) But it also had, and has meaning for us today. It is richly 
symbolic of the Gospel and the entire plan of salvation, with its sacrifices of innocent animals for the 
forgiveness of the people’s trespasses against the law. 

What now, since the promised “seed” has come? Jesus Himself was “made under the law. To redeem 
them that were under the law,” (Gal. 4:4-5) Therefore He and His disciples also obeyed the law. In fact, 
in His first recorded sermon He said: “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I 
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” (Mat. 5:17-18) 

Notice that: 

#1. Christ’s purpose in coming was to fulfill the law. This implies that the law was figurative of something 
to follow and Jesus would bring that to reality. 

#2. Nothing would pass from the law, till it is all fulfilled. This concept is repeated several times 
throughout the Scriptures - it is all or none. “Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be 
but a man’s covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.” (Gal. 3:15) The 
law stands in entirety, or comes to fulfillment and passes in entirety. So the remaining question is, has 
all been fulfilled, or hasn’t one jot or tittle passed from the law? Should Israel still offer the sacrifices? 
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As we mentioned, the promised seed has come, but if Christ was under the law in His lifetime, when 
would the law cease and Christ’s New Testament come into effect? The writer of Hebrews explains this: 

“For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is 
of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.” (Heb. 9:16-
17) 

Obviously, as he points out, a testament or will is of no force until the death of the testator - in this case, 
Christ. That is why at Christ’s death He said “It is finished” (John 19:30) (the Greek word here translated 
“finished” is often translated “fulfilled”.) That is why, at that moment the veil of the temple was torn in 
two. He had “fulfilled all”. 

Since the testament is only of force after the testator has died, we would expect to see the New 
Testament put into effect in the book of Acts, and that is exactly what we find. Peter was shown in a 
vision that God had accepted the Gentiles who turned to Him without the law, so both Peter and Paul 
went about establishing churches among the Gentiles. Certain men from Judea came among these 
churches and taught them that they must be circumcised and keep the law. In response they took the 
question to the apostles at Jerusalem who replied by letter saying: “Forasmuch as we have heard, that 
certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must 
be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment: . . .For it seemed good to 
the Holy Ghost and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things. . .” (which 
included only things already forbidden before the Law of Moses) (Acts 15:24, see also Acts 21:25) 

Notice they considered the teaching that they must keep the law as “subverting (overthrowing) your 
souls”. 

In Summary: 
* God gave the Law through Moses specifically for the nation of Israel. (Exo. 34:27; Lev. 26:46; Deut. 
29:1, Psa. 81:4-5) 

* No other nation was included. (Deut. 4:8; Psa. 147:19-20) 

* The Law with its sacrifices for atonement of sins against it did nothing to atone spiritually for man’s 
standing in the sight of God, but was symbolic of the atonement of Christ (Heb. 10:1,4,11) 

* The Law was to stand “till the seed should come”, which was Christ, and after his death (Heb. 9:16-17) 
it would pass away. (Gal. 3:19; Eph. 2:15; Col. 2:14; Heb. 8:13). 

* When the Gospel came to Christian Gentiles they were not to be required to keep the Law, although 
the Jewish Christians generally still kept it (Acts 15:1-31; Acts 21:25). 

* As time went on, the Jewish Christians understood that they too, are not under the law, and most of 
the Epistles explain this clearly. (Rom. 7:1-6; 10:4; 2 Cor. 3:7-18; Gal. 3:1-25; 4:1-5:11; Eph. 2:14-16; Col. 
2:14-23; Heb. 8:4-13; 9:8-24; 10:1-18) 
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Let’s look at some of the popular errors about the law: 
* Some people believe that the law of Moses is not only for Israel, or only “till the seed should come”, 
but for all people of all time. However, none of them actually practice it all, and if they break one law, 
they are condemned by the entire law. “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). Jesus said that “not one jot or tittle” can pass from the law till all 
be fulfilled. This includes over 600 laws, including the laws about sacrifices for sin, all the various feasts, 
etc. 

* Others maintain that some laws have passed, but all those that deal with moral principles apply to 
Christians today. Not only is this rejecting God’s Word that states that nothing can pass from the law, 
but it is also sitting in judgement against God’s law and determining which are important. There are 
many applications of moral principles that are ignored. Deuteronomy 22:8 commands to build a 
“battlement” around the roof of houses to avoid being guilty of the blood of someone who might fall 
off. This is only one of many moral principles in the law. 

* Still others recognizing that the law of Moses is fulfilled fall into the error of thinking that if we are not 
under the law it means that we can do anything that was forbidden by the law. This comes from the 
error that the law of Moses determines morality. It does not. The Moral Law, or the knowledge of good 
and evil that man obtained in the Garden of Eden still stands as it also did for Israel during the law, as 
well as for all before the law. Christians also have “the law of God after the inward man” (Rom. 7:22). 
God had said that the time will come that He will write His law on our minds and in our hearts (Jer. 
31:33-34). This is the spiritual law of righteousness, and as the writer of Hebrews wrote: 

“He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: Of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath 
done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” (Heb. 10:28-29) 
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Chapter 4: The Law of Christ 

This is the law toward which all of Scriptural history points. In chapters one through three we studied 
God’s dealings with man from the Moral Law, given in Eden, through the covenants with Noah and 
Abraham, and finally, the Law of Moses given to Israel. 

The law of Christ goes far beyond the duties of the Moral Law. It is the fulfilling of the covenant God 
gave to Abraham. And it is that to which the Law of Moses pointed to, and was symbolic of. 

The Moral Law is the “knowledge of good and evil” (Gen. 3:22) the innate knowledge of moral right and 
wrong. The law of Moses was a law given to a civil group of people (Israel) to curb their wickedness by 
fear of temporal punishment, and at the same time, to be symbolic of the coming “Law of Christ.” The 
law of Christ, on the other hand, is a law of love to God and man. It is a new rule of conduct, for which 
we may search in vain for the list of written regulations, because it is formed within ourselves as we take 
on the mind of Christ. The writer of Hebrews, quoting Jeremiah, wrote: “For this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, 
and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:” (Heb. 
8:10) 

Ezekiel also prophesied of this event: “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I 
will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, 
and do them.” (Eze. 36:36-37) 

This is the final solution for the wickedness of humanity. The hearts we have by nature are wicked. 
Jeremiah wrote: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 
(Jer. 17:9) It is impossible for us by nature to be pleasing to our holy God, “Because the carnal mind is 
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God.” (Rom. 8:7-8) 

That is strong language. What about someone who has done many acts of mercy and kindness and has 
given their life in service to the poor and suffering? Wouldn’t such acts be enough to make one pleasing 
and acceptable to God? 

Giving one’s life in service to the poor and suffering will certainly please the poor and suffering, but can 
do nothing to make one acceptable to God. To “please God” our lives and hearts must be given up, not 
to the poor and suffering, but to God through Jesus Christ - to be transformed into His image. Then, as 
Ezekiel wrote above, He will take away our stony heart, and give us a new heart, and put His Spirit within 
us. Our interests change from self to God. 

Paul puts it this way, “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
(Php. 2:13) It is God - this new heart, filled with God’s Spirit, that works in us, rather than our own will, 
and works to will and to do of His good pleasure - not our own. God gives us the will to work to fulfill His 
pleasure, and He gives us the power to do it. 



16 
 

The law of Christ is in this “new heart” that He gives us. It changes from “the law of me” to “the law of 
Christ”. It is a complete new code of living. We are radically changed. That is why God calls it 
“transformed”, “converted”, “born again”, etc. because it is not just a modification to our behavior, but 
a complete transformation of our heart and will. 

With plenty of will power, we can modify our behavior to be acceptable and appear Christian, but we 
cannot transform our heart - that is a work of God. The apostle Paul wrote to the Romans “For I delight 
in the law of God after the inward man:” (Rom. 7:22) This law must dwell within us, and it will naturally 
show itself in our actions and attitudes. Romans 11:26b-27 says, “There shall come out of Sion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall 
take away their sins.” This law of God does not just do away with the consequences of sin, but it turns 
away ungodliness and takes away sin. It makes us righteous as He is righteous, because it is His heart 
and His Spirit working out His will within us. 

We search in vain through the New Testament to find lists of “Thou shalt nots.” We can find several lists 
of sins that the Bible makes clear will never enter heaven, but the New Testament does not say “thou 
shalt not” do them, because this law is based more on pursuing righteousness than avoiding sin. Please 
notice this carefully in the quotes below: 

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Cor. 6:9-11) 

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also 
told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” (Gal. 5:19-
21) 

Notice, Paul simply points out that believers know these things, and will not do them, because they are 
unrighteous works of the flesh, and although they formerly did some of these things, they have been 
sanctified and so they no longer do them. If we continue reading the passage above, we see what fruits 
Christians bring forth instead: 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts.” (V.22-24) 

In the next chapter too, Paul points out another evidence of the Spirit: “Bear ye one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ.” (Gal. 6:2) The law of Christ is fulfilled in how we express love to God and 
man. 
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We might well ask: How could God accomplish this transformation? How is it that He can take wicked 
men with their stony hearts, which are in their best state “enmity against God”, and who cannot be 
subject to the law of God (Rom. 8:7), and make them righteous and pleasing to Him? Their sin separates 
them from a holy God, so they cannot be compatible with God’s Spirit. God’s Spirit cannot dwell in a 
sinful heart. 

It was through God’s sacrifice of His own Son for the sin of the world, that broke the power of sin for 
whoever repents and accepts that sacrifice for his own sin, surrendering his own heart, will and life to 
the One who died as a ransom for sin. 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For 
they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” 
(Rom. 8:1-6) 

Although this transformation is the work of God, it is important that Christians remember that the only 
way to be a Christian is by choice, and the only way to stay a Christian is also by choice. Romans 6:16 
reminds us: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” 

“We have the mind of Christ,” (1 Cor. 2:16), but each day, it is our choice whether we will do His will, or 
whether we will turn aside to serve our own selfish interests. It is only as we continue to allow the Holy 
Spirit to lead us that He will continue to guide us. 

As Peter said to the council: “And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, 
whom God hath given to them that obey him.” (Acts 5:32). 

~Glenn M. Wenger 

 
i The dictionary defines “interpret”: “1: to explain or tell the meaning of. . . 2: to conceive in the light of individual 
belief, judgement or circumstance. . .” Human interpretations cannot, therefore be a source of truth, or there 
would be as many opposing “truths” as there are “individual beliefs, judgements or circumstances”. Only what the 
Scriptures state are absolute truth. 


